
 

 

Downloading Kindle Content via USB 
 

 

Both Mac and Windows users can download and transfer library eBooks from their computers to 

their Kindle through the USB cable.  3G-only Kindles (or if no Wi-Fi is available) must use this 

method when transferring library content to the device. When your Kindle is plugged into your 

computer, your Kindle will appear as a removable mass-storage device. 

 
To download using USB 

1. See our guide on downloading eBooks for Kindles with Wi-fi to check out a book 
from the OverDrive website to your Amazon account. 

2. Once you have moved the book from OverDrive to your Amazon account choose to 
deliver the book by “transfer to a computer” from the drop down menu and then 
click the yellow Get Library Book button.  

Note: If you have more than one Kindle registered to the account, you will see a pop-up window asking 

you to choose one of your registered devices. 

 

3. Click the yellow Continue button. 

 

  



 

 

4. You may be prompted to open or save the file; choose Save, click OK and select a 
location that is easy to find again, such as the desktop. 

 

 
 

 
5. Once the file has been saved, connect your Kindle to your computer using the USB 

cable.  
6. Your Kindle will appear in the same location as external USB drives usually appear. 

For Windows users, this is typically in the Computer or My Computer menu. For 
Mac users, the drive will appear on the desktop.  

7. Open the Kindle Drive.  
8. On your computer, locate your downloaded file, and drag and drop it into the 

Documents folder on your Kindle device.    
9. Safely eject your Kindle from your computer, and then unplug the USB cable. The file 

you transferred will now appear on your Kindle Home screen. 
 

 

 

 


